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TREASURERS REPORT. 


The Treasurer charges himself with the following items of cash 
received. 


Cash on hand, Mar. 1, ’74, $2.074.77 
Cash of Selectmen, of ’73, 1.95 
Belknap Co., aid to Mrs. Smith and Hoit, 3.00 
iY ff transient paupers, 13.00 

W. L. Palmer, Collector in ’73, 1,534.23 
C. W.Chesman, ‘“ "74, 6,549.05 
Town of Winchester, for H. Robinson, 41.00 
‘¢ Ashland, board of James Rowe, 15.00 

“ Bristol, $ repairs on Smith’s bridge, 19.46 

& » cost lighting Smith’s bridge, 5.10 
State Savings Bank tax, 526.89 
‘“¢ ~Railroad tax, 20.79 

‘¢ Literary Fund, 89.79 
on Bowen mortgage, 95.28 
S. P. Robinson, note, 100.00 
J. S. Piper, ik 35.00 
B. C. Swan, c 30.00. 
J. E. Wallace, ee 220.00 
M. J. Wallace, he 100.00 
Levi Carter, oh 400.00 
Charles B. Huckins, i 110.00 
Sim D. Huckins, a6 40.00 
Orpha Webber, f 25.00 
N. H. Benevolent Society, “ 138.25 
Lizzie A. Dow, hei £° 28.64 
Annie S. Gordon, as 50.00 
George W. Roberts, a 716.31 


— $12,982.51 


WHICH HE ACCOUNTS FOR BY THE FOLLOWING PAYMENTS. 


Paupers. 
Belknap County, Board of N. D. Smith, 
J. W. Merrick, a Martha Howe, 


Saliie Merrick, supplies, Es 

A. Burpee, i 4 

Town of Gilford, supplies for Mrs. E. B. Conner, 
D. H. Smith, Cash paid ct sf 

O. Goss, medical aid to ¢ cq 

J. B. Pulsifer, board of AY ¢ 

John Boynton, ‘“ % & 


J. G. Robinson, aid to transient paupers, 

G. W. Wallace, wood &c. for Levi Wallace family, 
a 4g coffin and robe for L. Wallace, 

T. P. Robinson, supplies to. H. Robinson, 


Town of Moultonboro’ supplies to Charles Garland, 


Henry Plaisted, board of James Rowe, 


Schools. 
W. D. Boynton, District No. 1. 
D. H. Smith, 2. 
J.S. Drake, 3 
C. B. Sargent, 4, 
J.C. Wallace, 5. 
G. M. Hadley, 6 
R. B. Tilton, a 
G. W. Ellis, 10 
J. M. Flanders, ay 
Oren Plaisted, 13. 
J. H. Harper, 15. 
R. S. Fifield, 16. 
C. P. Stevens, LY; 
State Tax, 
County Tax, 


$84.25 
156.00 
2.25 
4.27 
26.33 
3.00 
8.37 
16.78 
14.00 
15.00 
20.00 
14.00 
41.00 
10.50 
15.00 


$430.75 


$69.32 
54.11 
75.14 
217.00 
61.87 
04.08 
102.64 
25.61 
45.83 
64.12 
42.97 
50.78 
16.18 


$879.65 
$1,016.00 
1,572.15 


Notes and Interest. 


Levi Carter, $229.52 
Warren B. Gordon, 209.75 
Polly Sanborn, 281.91 
Thomas Abbott, 298.26 
Anna Abbott, 536.96 
Charles S. Flanders, 62.80 
Eunice W. Weed, 80.00 
S. P. Robinson, 208.25 
Moza A. Clough, 867.31 
Express on same, 1.00 
William Boswell, 61.13 
Ede Taylor’s estate, 263.19 
N. H. Benevolent Society, 177.46 
Lizzie A. Dow, 57.76 
M. D. Bugbee, 30.00 
William Eaton, 22.30 
George W. Roberts, * 108.86 
is pl 384.43 

fs et 223.02 

F. N. Palmer, 26.40 
Daniel Kelley, 394.08 
Sarah Brown, 7.00 
$4,531.36 

Services. 

M. L. Palmer, services as Collector in ’73, $110.00 
J. LH. Wallace,» ~:* Supt. School Committee, 70.00 
D.H. Smith, “ Selectman, . 112.00 
E. G. Kelley, 2. a 90.00 
T. P. Robinson, ‘ < 97.50 
W.C. Sargent, “ Police, : 25.00 
E. C. Lewis, of Treasurer, 50.00 
S. W. Rollins, a Robinson case, 3.00 
C. W. Chesman, ‘ Collector, 90.00 
E. H. Prescott,  ‘* Supt. School Committee, 65.00 
C. D. Thyng, . Town Clerk, 35.00 


$747.50 


Expense of Investigation. 


Services of Committee, 

E. H. Prescott, services, 

D. H. Smith, + 

E. G. Kelley, board and horse keeping, 
H. W. Blair, legal advice, 

Sargent and Chase, legal advice, 


Sheep Damage. 
John M. Smith, 
George M. Mudgett, 
David Sanborn, 
J. H. Harper, 


Dan. Veasey, 
W. B. Boynton, 


Roads and Bridges. 
D. W. Shaw, drawing plank and repairing bridge, 


st labor on road in 773, 
F. D. Sanborn, breaking road in ’73, 


D. T. Fellows, FS shy "73-4, 


Highway Surveyor’s receipts, for 772, 
W. Wallace, plank, District No. 21, 
H. A. Shaw, labor on Behe ay, in ’73, 


D. W. Shaw, ee "74, 
J. W. Merrick, “ fe "73-74, 
M. L. Huckins, ‘“ 66 66 
Walter Plaisted, ‘ 6 “ 


John H. Berry, breaking roads, 
A. Burpee, labor on highway, 
J. D. Robinson, breaking roads, 


George Brown, ¢ « 
Martin Woodman, ‘“ 66 
J.S. Drake, v6 ce 
Procter Wells, v “ 
H. L. Smith, és e 
John S. Chase, 6 ee 


$110.00 
5.00 
40.00 
10.00 
5.00 
15.00 


$185.00 


$5.00 
3.00 
6.00 
12.00 


8.00 
12.00 


$48.00 


$3.00 
20.00 
6.28 
5.30 
212.07 
EY, 
11.65 
9.61 
6.87 
31.80 
20.25 
24.60 
50.00 
7.26 
28.65 
10.05 
54.20 
14.70 
12.08 
2.50 


Daniel T. Smith, labor on may 


Daniel Chase, 3: sur 
W. E. Veasey, ch 66 
John C. Smith, 4 a 
T. B. Flanders, “ os 
66 66 66 


S. M. Smith, road scraper, 
J.B. Gordon, repairs on Central Bridge, 


$5.17 
8.92 
AS 
150.71 
33.64 
13.75 
12.00 
50.00 


W. B. Gordon and L. B. Wells, repairs on bridge No. 32, 25.00 


James Gordon, building bridge No. 31, 
R. B. Tilton, repairing bridge, 
James B. Sanborn, breaking roads, 


D. W. Shaw, “6 re 
T. P. Robinson, 6 66 

Oren Plaisted, ee 

R. B. Tilton, 66 oe 

A. M. Mudgett, 6 6s 

T. B. Flanders, work on Spe Baer 
D. K. Bean, ‘6 ‘ 
D. P. Farnham, ‘“ 6 6s 


E. C. Lewis, 6 66 e 
O. Blake, bridge plank,. 
Daya Woodman, bridge plank, 

S. G. Kelley, 

F. O. W lace, bridge plank, 

W.S. V «sey, labor on highway, 


S. P. Huckins. ., * Be 

plank and powder, 
Gi -epairs on St. Clair Hill, 
K Ww ' boards and building fence, 
Ge 34 pairing highway, | 
Bit , stone in District No. 12, 
© olin, breaking roads, 
yak wing bridge, 

or on highway, 
a6 ‘ehting central bridge, 
J. H. Movger, plank; 


kK. ¥ ork on highway, 
. ~ 00 feet pine lumber, 


46.16 
83.50 
23.12 
5.25 
14,82 
10.35 
6.00 
12.45 
12.24 
11.81 
14.87 
26.25 
11.19 
16.79 
2.82 
2.54 
12.35 
3.50 
1.33 
3.35 
13.75 
1.00 
2.00 
3.00 
5.00 
17.07 
13.00 
12.46 


56.25 . 


4.00 


Rufus Flanders, plank, No. 14, 
Joshua D. Johnson, work on highway, 
J. b. Gordon, fr or 


General Expenses. 

M. W. Shapleigh, services as auditor, 
R. W. Musgrove, printing Town Reports, 

FS rs blanks and envelopes, 
M. L. Palmer, errors in last year’s account. 
E. G. Kelley, blank warrants, 
F. S. Crawford, Record book, 
Costs, State v. W. H. Dow, 
W.S. Cox, services in do. 
Sarah A. Prescott, watering trough, 
State Reform School, for W. H. Dow, 
W. B. Welch, services as police, 
Non-resident highway tax worked, 
Abatements to holders of town notes, 
D. H. Smith, non-resident tax worked, 
K. W. Smith, ce os 
D. E. Fifield, damage by water from highway, 
D. W. Shaw, six guide boards, 
D. H. Smith, cash expense to Manchester, 
. W. Merrick, damage discontinuing Carter road, 


. Woodman, 66 be 66 
& L. B. Thompson, “i Be 


sae 
. EK. Fifield, land damage Woodman road, 
. 5. Piper, a4 ,3 
. Woodman, 5 fe 
. B. Eaton, taking points for new road, 
. 8. Norris & Co., damage from defect in highway, 
J. G. Robinson, damage to carriage in 772, 
J. H. Harper, watering trough, 
Betsey C. Swan, over-tax in ’73, 
A. Burpee, wood for Town House, &c., 
W. A. George, lighting SN bridge, 
J. W. Moor, ‘ 
- D. H. Smith, cash expense and stationery, 


$3.06 
7.50 
27.30 


$1,322.45 


$3.00 
30.00 
2.20 
13.30 
6.45 
7.00 
8.84 
43.20 
3.00 
42.00 
3.40 
70.48 
96.36 
14.90 
13.45 
6.50 
6.00 
6.95 
5.00 
18.00 
82.00 
5.00 
7.00 
9.00 
3.50 
5.00 
50.00 
3.00 
88 
3.43 
3.00 
7.20 
3.50 


Abatements for ’74, $35.92 

W.S. Cox, services in Robinson Case, 7.50 

J. C. Herbert, lighting Central bridge, oil, &c., 22.00 

Costs of Reference, Carter road case, 20.00 

D. H. Smith, use of horse out of town, 10.50 

board of Selectmen and horses, 16.00 

T. P. Robinson, cash paid out, 3.15 

use of team, 15.00 

K. G. Kelley, board of selectmen, 16.00 

horse hire, 7.50 

horse keeping for selectmen, ‘19.75 

cash paid out, 1.28 

W. L. Palmer, tax abated for ’73, 33.72 

paid in other towns, 11.80 

allowed on settlement, TY 3 

$812.37 

Recapitulation. 

Receipts, $12,982.51 
Paid Paupers, $430.75 
Schools, 879.65 
State tax, 1,016.00 
County tax, 1,572.15 
Notes and interest, 4,531.36 
Services, 747.30 
Investigation, 185.00 
Sheep damage, 48.00 
Roads and bridges, 1,322.54 
General expenses, 812.37 
Cash on hand March 1, 1873, 1,437.19 


$12,982.51 
E. C. LEWIS, Treasurer. 


New Hampton, Feb. 25, 1874. 

This may certify that we have examined the foregoing ac- 

count of the Treasurer, and find the same correctly cast and 
properly vouched. 


LUCIUS S. GORDON, 


K. W. SMITH, Auditors. 


Daniel Veasey, note and interest, $946.17 
William Boswell, = i 339.29 
Daniel E. Fifield, M * 96,18 
6s 66 66 6 88.30 
Joseph S. Drake, c* i 67.61 
66 66 66 66 128.06 
Levi Carter, “ ty 207.00 
66 66 6s 66 417.47 
J. 8. Piper, Be ie 106.30 
"66 66 66 37.47 
L. 8S. Gordon, 4) ss 1,954.75 
66 66 66 116.86 
Eben Fisk, M4 Sf 128.92 
Benj. S. Gordon, ry + 644.27 
66 66 66 66 296.82 
Curtis A. Gordon, A 3 115.95 
66 66 66 66 58.69 : 
D. Woodman, Guard. a L. Piper, 175.76 
John C. Huckins, ay 81.10 
John Gordon, 6 s¢ 281.67 
Calvin 8. Huckins, os 66 124.80 
Mary E. Flanders, 43 402.03 
Lydia D. Burleigh, a ee 161.31 
Edwin M. Huckins, ‘“ ce 345.13 
66 6 6 66 64.55 
Jacob Worthen t of 236.50 
S. P, Smith, es 66 255.43 
Charlotte Dyer, . 3, 226.35 
Luther Robinson, vi 32 334.12 
Polly C. Kelley, s rf 445.48 
Abbie A. Sanborn, ‘ sé 1,418.19 
James B. Sanborn, “t ce 166.17 
W. Eaton, estate of Sarah J. Smith, 756.18 
Charles S. Flanders, ‘ ¢ 399.28 
Marriam D. Bugbee, ‘* 509.67 
Eunice W. Weed, 4 4 78.08 
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Town Debt. 


al 


K. W. Smith, note and interest, $1,278.36 
Orpha Hancock, as +f 37.29 
Mary J. Wallace, % 255.47 

66 66 ob be 104.75 
Sarah Brawn, 66 66 745.71 
Alvah B. Kelly, sk tf 15.79 
S. P. Robinson, a. Fs 105.08 
Betsey C. Swan, a Ke 31.42 
Julia E. Waliaae, oh ss 230.50 
Chas. B. Huckivs, 66 a ; 114.80 
Sim D. Huckins, vg cs ATO 
Orsha Webber, 4 Re 26.00 
Benevolent Society of N. H., eres 103.70 
G. W. Roberts, : 6s } 719.53 


Notes outstanding March 1, 1875, $15,422.05 
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REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN. 


Notes outstanding March 1st, 1875, $15,422.05 
Receipts. 
As per Treasurer’s Report and other sources, 
March 1, 1875, $12,885.22 
Expenditures 


Paid on Notes and interest, Roads 
and Bridges, Paupers, Schools 


and general expenses, $11,258.03 
Paid investigating town affairs, 190.00 
———— $11,448.03 


Balance due town, Mar. 1, ’75, in Treasury, $1,487.19 


Z. D. Gordon, note and interest, 415.74 
W. Mooney, R 4 213.30 
On Government Assignments, 1,954.06 
From Liquor Agent, 120.12 
ei eA 1A 
Indebtedness of the town, $11,281.64 


K. G. KELLEY, 


DAVID H. zy, | Selectmen 
T. P. ROBINSON, 


of 
New Hampton. 


Report of Liquor Agent. 
Amount of liquor sold for the year ending Feb. 18, ’75, $222.86 


Cost of liquor sold, 156.27 

. . Profit, $66.59 
Agent’s salary, | 60.00 
Net profit, $6.59 

Stock on hand, $120.12 


I. L. ROBINSON, Town Agent. 
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REPORT 


OF THE 
SUPHRINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


OF THE 


TOWN OF NEW HAMPTON, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 9, 1875. 


Citizens of New Hampton :—Your Committee, having attend- 
ed to the superintendence of the schools in the town during the 
year, submits the following report :— 

Few things would afford us greater pleasure than to be able 
to submit a report brim full of better successes in our schools 
than we have chronicled in the past. In some instances we can 
speak confidently of marked improvement, both in the quality 
of teaching, and in the acquirement of knowledge. We regret, 
however, that such instances are the exceptions and not the 
general rule. The facts will bear us out in saying that, by far, 
too little has been accomplished in our schools this year. To 
say that nothing has been done would not be true; but in my 
opinion that only a tithe of the good has been bequeathed to 
our children, by the common schools that ought to have been 
conferred on them, is true. But you may reasonably inquire, 
where is the difficulty? There are many serious difficulties ia 
connection with our country schools which ought to be remedied. 
There are comparitively few good scholars in our town. The 
majority of them are backward, and many of them seem to 
have little ambition to improve the opportunities they do have 
to get an education. 
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The reasons why there is such a morbid condition among the 
youth of the present generation, are apparent to every one. 
There is a culpable lack of interest with parents and guardians 
in regard to the education of their children. No man would 
dare to risk his flocks, his herds, or his horses in such miserable 
accommodations for shelter and protection from the weather, 
as we frequently see our children occupying for a school-room. 
Fellow citizens, could I take you to some of the unseemly huts 
where your children are compelled to assemble for school duties 
when the Thermometer stands far below zero, and see them 
hover over, and shiver around an old cracked stove, smoking at 
every angle, the floor of the room so open that gusts of wind 
have free circulation, the plastering broken through in numer- 
ous places, the window sashes clattering with broken glass, and 
everything, both exterior and interior, presenting the most 
dilapidated appearance imaginable. Would you then ask why 
your boys and girls, so full of life, have not been interested in 
their schools, and why they have not made better progress in 
their studies? Byno means. Your only wonder would be that 
they have submitted to such treatment at all. The fact is, we 
have not suitable accommodations for our schools. In the six- 
teen districts of the town there are only twelve school houses 
of any kind. Of these, two can be called good, three mid- 
dling, and seven unfit for use. While this state of things ex- 
ists we cannot reasonably expect much prosperity in our schools. 
Another reason why we do not succeed better is that our schools 
are very short. The amount of money raised by the town this 
year is $758.48. The amount of the Literary fund is $111.52. 
The amount of the School fund is $60.00, making an aggregate 
of $930. Hence if each district had two terms in the year, it 
would give less than thirty dollars for the whole expense of 
each term. Now if we reckon the wages and board of teach- 
_ers, and the incidental expenses at $7.50 per week, the terms 
would be less than four weeks in length. This seems to be a 
very small amount of schooling, but the statistics show us that 
some of our smaller districts have but one term of six or seven 
weeks, and in order to have the longest school possible with the 
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pittance of money drawn, the cheapest and most inexperienced 
teachers are employed. It must be hope against hope to ex- 
pect our schools to be profitable. There is also another very 
serious difficulty which every teacher meets, and which no Su- 
perintending School Committee can hinder without the co-oper- 
ation ofevery parent and guardian that sends a scholar to the 
district school. This evil, viz., the multiplicity of text-books, 
is one of the most damaging that we have to contend with. In 
the northerly part of the town our citizens do the most of their 
trading at Ashland, in the easterly part, at Meredith, in the 
southerly part, at Bristol, hence whatever text-books are adopt- 
ed in these towns are brought into the several districts adjoin- 
ing them in our town. Though the law invests the Committee 
with authority to forbid the use of any book not properly intro- 
duced, ifthat authority were urged to the letter it would sub- 
ject the parents to great expense. 

We will speak of but one or two more evils at this time, which 
have prevailed too generally in our schools this year. ‘Teachers 
have failed by being too lenient in point of order. Nothing but 
a firm, determined and, perhaps’I may say, rigid discipline ean se- 
cure the point of excellence absolutely indespensable to a profit- 
able school. Kindness, blended with firmness, are essential ele- 
ments in the character of every school teacher. 

There is another point where the majority of our teachers have 
failed, and that is in tryiny to do too much themselves, instead 
of teaching their scbolars to depend upon their own ability. 
Some teachers recite whole lessons for their pupils. In some 
cases we have actually heard the scholars propounding the ques- 
tions, and the teachers answering instead of the children. 

These are some of the evils that exist in our schools. You 
ask how they can be remedied. In the first place, we wish to 
say our schools are like Gideon’s men, ‘‘too many.” Our dis- 
tricts are too small; we need re-districting. This touches an 
important question. It involves the re-districtmg of the whole 
State. Portions of our town can be better accommodated by 
being connected with districts in contiguous towns. We must 
have larger schools, and if our scholars have to go longer dis- 


tances than they now do, they will be amply rewarded by hav- 
ing longer terms, and greater advantages. What particular 
plan ofre-districting would be most feasible is a problem diffi- 
cult to solve, but that some judicious method should be adopted 
is very apparent. We believe the lines should be made regard- 
less of town lines. When the right time comes, the necessity 
of this change will be so apparent that it will be made, and if 
properly made, it well be of great advantage. Then the time 
will come to remedy the next evil, by tearing down the old 
school houses, and erecting in their stead those that shall be 
comfortable, to say the least. 

The remedy for the evil of having so many text books, can be 
fully met only by the adoption of a uniform series throughout 
the State. Much expense would be saved, especially to those 
families who frequently move from one townto another. The 
Legislature ought to regulate this matter, whether book-publish- 
ing establishments oppose the measure, or not. 

Then let the town raise, in addition to what the law now re- 
quires, fifty per cent. more money, and that will enable us to 
employ a more competent class of teachers than we have been 
obliged to hire in the past. And every teacher ought to be 
hired by the Superintending School Committee, instead of by 
the Prudential Committee, as the custom now is. When these 
changes are properly made, we may expect to see a change for 
the better in our schools. 

Having said these few things in regard to the schools gener- 
ally, we will proceed to notice particularly each school by itself. 


District No. 1. 

There were two terms of 5 weeks and 6 weeks respectively, 
taught by Miss Ina J Cox, of Meredith. We consider this 
teacher one of the most efficient employed during the year. In 
some respects this school isa difficult one. A portion of the 
scholars seem to think they have the undisputed right todo as 
they please, and no one should dictate them in any of their no- 
tions. But Miss Cox assumed the rights. belonging to a teach- 
er, and governed the school impartially, and in a manner highly 
satisfactory. In clearness of explanation and thoroughness of 
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instruction she has not been excelled in town this year. The 
whole number of scholars in attendance the first term, was 17; 
average number,15. Whole number, second term, 22 ; average 
nuinber, 17. 


District No. 2. 


There was but one term of 7 weeks, taught by Miss Lizziz 
B. Carveton, of New Hampton. The school house in this dis- 
trict was burned several yearsago. Since that time the district 
has occupied the school house in No. 13, and the scholars of both 
districts have enjoyed the privileges of both schools. This 
session was satisfactorily conducted, both in respect to disci- 
pline and instruction. Here are found some of the most ad- 
vanced scholars in town, and on the other hand, some of the 
most backward. The whole number of scholars, 27; average 
number, 25. 


District No. 3. 


There was but one term of 10 weeks, taught by three differ- 
ent teachers. The first 3 weeks was taught by Miss Lean F. 
Smitu, of West Campton. The school opened under very fa- 
vorable circumstances, and was doing finely, when the teacher 
met with an accident which obliged her to leave the school. 
The next two weeks were kept by Miss Atmepa M. Emerson, of 
New Hampton. This also bid fair to be successful, but this 
teacher, in consequence of failing health, could not continue the 
term. ‘The last half of the school was under,the instruction of 
Miss E. A Meservey, of New Hampton, an experienced and 
competent teacher. As amatter of course there was not as 
much interest as there would have been if the term had not 
been interrupted, and changed hands so many times. Still 
there was considerable improvement made by the majority of 
the pupils. This school has sustained a very excellent reputa- 
tion for several years. As many as twelve scholars from this 
district, within three years, have been connected with New 
Hampton Institution, all of whom have ranked among the best, 
both in scholarship and deportment. This speaks well for the 
district school. Whole number of scholars, 13; average num- 
ber, 10. 
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Districr No. 4. 


There have been three terms of 6 weeks, 7 weeks, and 12 
weeks, respectively. The first and second terms were kept by 
Miss Hannau B. Smitry, ot New Hampton. The scholars in 
this district need a most rigid discipline. The teacher labored 
to the best of her ability to give satisfaction, and it is justly 
due to say that there was a marked improvement, especially 
during the second term. The government and the recitations 
were better at the close of the school, than at the beginning of 
it. The tendency of the scholars is to hurry over their books 
without having a thorough knowledge of them. We found it 
absolutely necessary to put several classes back. In reading, 
every class was put back a whole book in the series of Readers. 
The greatest difficulty in this school, is now, and has been in 
the past, the lack of discipline and through instruction. With- 
out these, there can be very little real success. The scholar- 
ship in this district is no better than the average in town, and 
we have three times the amount of schooling. Not to find 
fault, we think the teacher was too lenient and too kind to suc- 
ceed well in this school, while in other schools she might give 
good satisfaction. We know her intention is good, and that she 
is deeply interested in the welfare of all her pupils. 

The third term was under the direction of Mr. Josera W. 
Heatu, of New Hampton. He is well qualified for a teacher, 
and worked very hard all through the term for the best inter- 
ests of his scholars, and a portion of them made commendable 
improvement, while others made little advancement. His in- 
terest for his pupils was so great that he did too much for them ; 
that is, he aided them in their recitations when they ought to 
have depended upon themselves. No teacher can do the work 
of the scholar. Just as every boy must exercise his own mus- 
cles in order to become a strong, well developed man, so must 
every mind be trained to do its own thinking, in order to be- 
come agood scholar. It seems to me this was the greatest 
fault of the teacher, that he allowed himself to do too much of 
the thinking for his scholars. The whole number of scholars, 
first term, 293; average number, 24. Whole number, second 
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term, 26; average number, 24. Whole nnmber, third term, 32 ; 
average number, 22. 
District No. 5. 


There was one term of 8 weeks, taught by Miss Apsir J. 
Hurp, of Gilmanton. This school is one of the kind that will 
not go of itself. It requires constant drilling. The teacher 
did the work of teaching well. Those scholars who were in- 
clined to study made good advancement, but those scholars who 
were not inclined to study were not compelled to get their les- 
sons, as they ought to have been made to do it, by the deter- 
mined will of the teacher. The best thing I can report of this 
school is, that it was partly successful, and partly not success- 
ful. The teacher’s method of instruction was good, but the 
habits of study were allowed to be altogether too loose. The 
whole number of scholars, 17; average numbey, 14. 


Districr No. 6. 


There was one term of 10 weeks, taught by Miss Emma 
Suaw, of New Hampton. Though this was her first term, yet 
she succeeded very nicely. Her bearing in the school-room 
was such that ner pupils seemed to feel that reverence which is 
due a teacher. The order was good, and the instruction of 
such acharacter that the scholars could understand it. The 
whole number of scholars, 9 ; average, 7. 


District No. 7. 


There were two terms of 8 weeks each. The first term was 
instructed by Miss M. F. Emmons, of Bristol. The school ap- 
peared well at both visits of your Committee. The teacher en- 
deavored to interest her pupils, and their recitations showed 
that her efforts were not fruitless. The improvement made in 
the various branches taught was very satisfactory. 

The second term was kept by Miss Jenniz 8. Emmons, of 
Bristol. ‘The discipline was good. The pupils very generally 
made an effort to learn. This district has one of the two school 
houses in town, that are really fit for use. There is no one 
thing that can contribute more to the prosperity of a school 
than good accommodations. We wish every district in town 


a 


21 


could realize the importance of this fact. The whole number of 
scholars, first term, 12; average number, 10. Whole number 
second term, 15; average, 13. 

District No. 8. 

There was no school. The district is only a fragment of 
what it used to be. The amount of money is small, and has 
not been drawn. 

District No. 9. 

There are no scholars in the district, hence there could be no. 
school. 

District No. 10. 

There were two terms of 7 weeks each. The first term was 
kept by Miss Ina J. Darron, of Bridgewater. The school was 
well conducted. The scholars are few and small, but they 
learned well. 

The second term was taught by Mrs. Estuer E. Extis, of 
New Hampton. She is a competent teacher, and well qualified 
to teach in any of our common schools. She took all the inter- 
est in the school that could be asked. Whole number of schol- 
ars, 4, each term, and very few absences. 

District No. 11. 

There was one term of eight weeks taught by Miss ABBIE 
A. Mupeett, of New Hampton. The school was well conducted 
and as good improvement was made as could be expected in so 
miserable a house. The scholars are well disposed and the 
teacher cheerfully rendered them all the assistance they needed. 
Whole number of scholars, 12; average number, 11. ; 

District No, 12. 

There was no school. This is also a broken district and as I 
understand only one family having scholars. The money in 
this district has not been drawn. 

District No. 13. 

There were two terms of four weeks and five weeks respect- 
ively. Both terms were instructed by Miss Lizzi B. CarLeton 
of New Hampton. What was said of the school in number two, 


22 


which was held in this district, and kept by the same teacher, 
is applicable to this school. Whole number of scholars, first 
term, 22 ; average number, 21; whole number, second term, 25 ; 
average number, 20. 

The district formerly known as No. 14; was discontinued 
many years ago. 


District No. 15. 


There was one term of seven weeks taught by Miss ANNIE 
P. SmirH, of New Hampton. The multiplied successes that 
have attended the efforts of this teacher in the schools of our 
own town and of other towns, isa sufficient guarantee for a 
good school. No scholar can be under her instruction without 
being benefitted. Whole number of scholars, 10; average 
number, 7. 

District No. 16. 

There were two terms of six weeks, and seven weeks respect- 
ively. Both were taught by Miss Harrie Sansporn, of New 
Hampton. This was the teacher’s first school, but she succeed- 
ed well, and with experience will no douht become a good teacher. 
The school made good progress. The whole number of scholars 
first term, 17; average number, 15; second term, whole num- 
ber, 12; average number, 11. 


District No. 17. 

There was one term of nine weeks taught by Miss Annie R. 
Cox, of Holderness. This district is united with Centre Har- 
bor, Ashland and Holderness. The Committee of Ashland 
gave the teacher a certificate and will report the school in that 
town. ‘The school was conducted in a straight forward common 
sense way. I made but one visit which was near the beginning 
of the term. At that time it bid fair to be a profitable school, 
and I have learned nothing since to the contrary. The whole 
number of scholars 9; average number, 8. 


Respectfully submitted, 
BOK B PRESCOTT, Sup. School Committee. 
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